Extended osteotomy for periprosthetic femoral fractures in total hip arthroplasty.
Total hip arthroplasty periprosthetic fractures that involve a loose prosthesis and are located at or beyond the tip of the prosthesis are difficult to manage and have higher complication and nonunion rates. In this case report, I describe a fracture-site exposure that allows simple insertion of a long, distally fixed revision prosthesis. In an extended femoral osteotomy, the entire proximal fragment opens the upper segment in "clamshell" fashion. The proximal segment is repaired with or without femoral strut allografts and multiple cerclage wires. With this method, 7 periprosthetic fractures united successfully, and none has required further reconstruction.